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It is difficult to measure the vast im-
pact he has had on the lives of every
single American.

No, he was not right on every issue.
His past was not without mistakes and
errors in judgment. But it is a credit to
Senator BYRD that, over the years, he
gained the wisdom to recognize the mo-
ments when he strayed from the right
path. It is the mark of greatness that
he worked hard to overcome these er-
rors and set America on course for a
more prosperous, more inclusive fu-
ture.

In recent years, Senator BYRD raised
his voice against the unilateral inva-
sion of Iraq.

He fought to preserve the filibuster,
ensuring that the voice of the minority
will always have a place in this august
Chamber. He offered his support to a
young Senator from Illinois named
Barack Obama, as he fought to become
the first African-American President of
the United States.

Senator BYRD’s historic tenure
spanned 11 administrations, thousands
of bills, and more than half a century.
Thanks to his leadership, and the lead-
ership of others he has inspired and
mentored over the years, we live in a
very different world today.

The year he launched his first cam-
paign for the House of Representatives,
gas cost about 25 cents a gallon, Win-
ston Churchill was Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom, and I was only 15
years old.

Senator BYRD has left an indelible
mark on this Nation, and for that we
will be forever grateful.

But today, as we remember and cele-
brate the contributions he has made,
we also offer our condolences to his
friends and loved ones in this time of
mourning. We offer our sympathies to
the people of West Virginia, who have
lost a staunch advocate. We offer our
fervent hope that a new generation of
Americans, liberal and conservative;
Black and White; from all races and re-
ligions and backgrounds.

We hope that a new generation will
take up the legacy of patriotism and
service that was left to us by Senator
BYRD; that today’s young people will
inherit his fierce loyalty to the Con-
stitution, and recognize their responsi-
bility to confront every challenge we
face.

So I ask my colleagues to join with
me in honoring the life of our dear
friend, Senator ROBERT BYRD.

And I call upon every American to
learn from the example set by this son
of the West Virginia hills who over-
came poverty, lack of education, and
the prejudice of his times to become
one of the greatest public servants in
our history.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture vote on
the motion to proceed to H.R. 5297 be
delayed to occur at 2:15 tomorrow,
Tuesday, June 29; further that if clo-
ture is invoked on the motion to pro-
ceed, then all postcloture time be con-
sidered yielded back, and the Senate
then proceed to consideration of H.R.
5297; further, that as if in executive
session, I ask unanimous consent the
previous order with respect to the vote
on confirmation of the nomination
occur upon the use of time specified in
the order governing consideration of
the nomination with any other provi-
sion of the previous order remaining in
effect, which would mean the vote
would be at 5:30 tonight.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NOTIFYING THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF A PRESIDENT PRO TEM-
PORE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a
resolution at the desk and ask for its
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 568) notifying the
House of Representatives of the election of a
President pro tempore.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to and
the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

S. RES. 568

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives be notified of the election of the Honor-
able Daniel K. Inouye as President of the
Senate pro tempore.

568) was

—————

NOTIFYING THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF THE
ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT PRO
TEMPORE

Mr. REID. I have a resolution at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HAGAN). The clerk will report the reso-
lution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 569) notifying the
President of the United States of the elec-
tion of a President pro tempore.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to and
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the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

S. RES. 569

Resolved, That the President of the United
States be notified of the election of the Hon-
orable Daniel K. Inouye as President of the
Senate pro tempore.

———

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
continue in morning business until 5
o’clock today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. As I indicated, we will
have one vote at 5:30 today.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the order for the quorum
call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
NOMINATION OF ELENA KAGAN

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
the Judiciary Committee just wrapped
up its hearings on the first day of the
nomination of Elena Kagan to be an
Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court. These hearings will provide Sen-
ators on both sides of the aisle an op-
portunity to examine Ms. Kagan’s
record, legal experience, and back-
ground in light of the awesome respon-
sibility that comes with a lifetime ap-
pointment on our Nation’s highest
Court. These hearings also provide an
opportunity for the American people to
focus their attention on a woman
whom President Obama would like to
see deciding cases on many of the most
important and consequential issues we
face as a people, long after the Presi-
dent’s time in office is through.

In the near term, she would be ruling
on the actions and policies of an ad-
ministration of which she is now a
member. So it is well worth asking
why the President chose Ms. Kagan in
the first place. We know the President
and Ms. Kagan are former colleagues,
and we know from the President him-
self that they are friends. We know he
views her as an important member of
his team and that he was especially
pleased with her handling of the Citi-
zens United case. The President is no
doubt confident that Ms. Kagan shares
his view that judges should be judged
primarily on their ability to empathize
with some over others; in other words,
that she embraces the empathy stand-
ard he has talked about time and time
again. But as I have said before, while
empathy may be a very good quality in
general, in a court of law it is only
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